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QuickPoint! – Education Group Works to Put  

School Choice on the Ballot in Oregon 

 
 

 

By Kathryn Hickok 

 

This year, Arizona became the first state to expand eligibility for its Education Savings 

Account program to all K-12 children. Parents who choose to opt out of their zoned 

public schools now can receive 90 percent of the state-level, per-student base funding 

in an ESA for their child (about $7,000 per student in 2022). The ESA may be used for 

tuition, homeschooling, tutoring, online education, education therapy, or other 

services. 

 

It’s time Oregon parents had similar opportunities to match their students with 

teachers, schools, and resources who will help them learn best. Education Freedom for 

Oregon, a school choice advocacy group, is making that its goal. The group has 

received certified ballot titles from the Oregon Attorney General for two separate 

education ballot measures. One would create an Education Savings Account program 

for Oregon families. The other would offer statewide public school open enrollment. If 

enough voter signatures are received, Oregonians may be able to vote on these 

measures in 2024. 

 

Families increasingly believe one-size-fits-all schools don’t work for all children, and 

polls show a majority of Oregon voters support school choice. Educational choice 

programs, like those already operating in other states, would increase students’ 

opportunities, improve outcomes, and help make schools accountable to the parents 

and students they serve. 

 

 

 

Kathryn Hickok is Executive Vice President at Cascade Policy Institute, Oregon’s free 

market public policy research organization, and Director of Cascade’s Children’s 

Scholarship Fund-Oregon program. 

 

Attention editors 

and producers: 

 

Cascade Commentaries are 

provided for reprint in 

newspapers and other 

publications, with credit 

given to author(s) and 

Cascade. Contact Cascade 

to arrange print or broadcast 

interviews on this 

commentary topic. 

 

 

Please contact: 

 

Cascade Policy Institute 

4850 SW Scholls Ferry Rd.   

Suite 103 

Portland, Oregon 97225 

 

Phone: (503) 242-0900 

Fax: (503) 242-3822 

 

www.cascadepolicy.org 

info@cascadepolicy.org 

 

Cascade Policy Institute is a tax-exempt educational organization as defined under IRS code 501 (c)(3). Nothing appearing in 

this Cascade Commentary is to be construed as necessarily representing the views of Cascade or its donors. The views expressed 

herein are the author’s own.  

 

https://www.edchoice.org/school-choice/programs/arizona-empowerment-scholarship-accounts/
https://educationfreedomfororegon.com/
https://educationfreedomfororegon.com/
https://www.oregonmomsunion.com/school-choice

