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QuickPoint! – Portland officials need an attitude
adjustment when it comes to violent crimes

Word Count: 237
By Rachel Dawson

Attention editors
and producers:
Cascade Commentaries are
provided for reprint in
newspapers and other
publications, with credit
given to author(s) and
Cascade. Contact Cascade
to arrange print or broadcast
interviews on this
commentary topic.

Please contact:
Cascade Policy Institute
4850 SW Scholls Ferry Rd.
Suite 103
Portland, Oregon 97225
Phone: (503) 242-0900
Fax: (503) 242-3822

Just over a year ago the Portland City Council cut millions from the police bureau,
eliminating 84 positions. Prior to April 2021, 115 police officers left the bureau to
either retire early or work in a different city, leaving 129 vacancies. Those absences
are being felt across the Metro area.
Portland police responded to 14 shootings over the weekend with one fatality,
increasing the number of homicides this year to 69. This is just one less than the
number of homicides in 1987, Portland’s most violent year on record.
One of these calls was held up for more than 20 minutes due to a lack of available
officers. A single lieutenant eventually responded to the scene, but required help from
nearby community members to begin the investigation.
According to Patrol Sergeant Julian Carroll this was done out of “sheer desperation”
and “one citizen stopped traffic for the lieutenant and another citizen actually assisted
in dropping placards on the brass casings while the sergeant took measurements."
Not only do we need additional officers to fill vacancies, but Portland needs to stop
current officers from leaving. Common reasons cited in exit interviews are morale
issues and the lack of support from City Hall. It’s clear we have an attitude problem
that starts with Mayor Wheeler and the rest of the City Commissioners. They need to
set the tone that protecting lives and property rights is important to our city.
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