Cascade Policy
[nstitute

April 28, 2021

Word Count: 215

Attention editors
and producers:

Cascade Commentaries are
provided for reprint in
newspapers and other
publications, with credit
given to author(s) and
Cascade. Contact Cascade
to arrange print or broadcast
interviews on this
commentary topic.

Please contact:

Cascade Policy Institute
4850 Sw Scholls Ferry Rd.
Suite 103

Portland, Oregon 97225

Phone: (503) 242-0900
Fax: (503) 242-3822

www.cascadepolicy.org
info@cascadepolicy.org

4850 SW Scholls Ferry Road
Suite 103
Portland, Oregon 97225

t: 503.242.0900

[ 505 /172 2680
info@cascadepolicy.org
www.cascadepolicy.org

Cascade Commentary

OREGON

QuickPoint! — Four Things You Should Know
About Learning Pods in Oregon

By Helen Doran

Learning pods have become a popular solution for parents searching for additional
support for their children struggling to learn during the pandemic. Here are four
things you should know about learning pods in Oregon:

1. A recent survey conducted hints that learning pods are here to stay. In
March, one out of every five families was actively participating in a pod
and another was looking to find one. Moreover, one in four teachers
expressed interest in teaching a learning pod.

2. Learning pods in Oregon are subject to Early Learning Division (ELD)
regulations for at-home daycares. These numerous regulations can be
impossible for learning pods, which have more in common with the less-
regulated homeschooling sector than at-home daycares.

3. The Oregon Department of Education has explicitly discouraged the
formation of learning pods on the basis of equity, since pods have the
possibility of “leaving out students who are already underserved by our
school system.”

4. Establishing an Education Savings Account (ESA) program in Oregon
would address equity concerns by allowing low-income and underserved
families the opportunity to use their child’s education dollars for creative
solutions such as learning pods.

Learning pods hint at the future of education. Parents want more flexibility and
more options for their children. Let’s ensure that future is possible in Oregon.

Helen Doran is a Program Assistant, External Affairs at Cascade Policy Institute,
Oregon’s free market public policy research organization.

Cascade Policy Institute is a tax-exempt educational organization as defined under IRS code 501 (c)(3). Nothing appearing in
this Cascade Commentary is to be construed as necessarily representing the views of Cascade or its donors. The views expressed
herein are the author’s own.



https://www.edchoice.org/engage/parents-and-teachers-both-want-more-learning-pods/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORED/bulletins/29dbcb0
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORED/bulletins/29dbcb0
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORED/bulletins/29dbcb0
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORED/bulletins/29dbcb0
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORED/bulletins/29dbcb0
https://cascadepolicy.org/education/education-savings-accounts-fiscal-analysis-of-a-proposed-universal-esa-in-oregon-2019/
https://cascadepolicy.org/education/education-savings-accounts-fiscal-analysis-of-a-proposed-universal-esa-in-oregon-2019/
http://www.cascadepolicy.org/

	“Allowing a community to customize the execution of statewide policies to match the community’s capacity would make a real difference in the resilience of rural communities.”

