
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 25, 2020 

 

Word Count: 240 

QuickPoint! – Wind turbines are not a bird's best 

friend. Black paint may be able to help. 
 

By Rachel Dawson  
 

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service estimates up to 500,000 birds are killed annually 

in the United States due to wind turbine collisions. The number of deaths will 

continue to increase as more turbines populate our nation’s landscape. 

 

Raptors are especially vulnerable to colliding with wind turbines due to their flight 

patterns. They typically soar during high winds, bringing them in line with 

spinning turbines that appear to them as nothing more than a blur. 

 

The first wind farm to formally ask the Fish and Wildlife Service for permission to 

harm golden eagles is located right here in Central Oregon. The Obama 

Administration later passed a rule allowing energy companies to apply for 30-year 

permits for any “non-intentional eagle deaths at wind farms.” 

 

However, Norwegian researchers may have a simple solution to save their lives. 

 

Dr. Roel May from the Norwegian Institute for Nature Research presented a 

decade-long study to the Oregon House Committee on Natural Resources earlier 

this year about how black paint could minimize fatalities. 

 

Researchers painted one turbine blade black, reducing the “motion smear” that 

makes it difficult for birds to see the spinning blades. The result was an astonishing 

71% decrease in collisions. 

 

Wind farms should not get a free pass to kill a protected species. However, if the 

government continues to turn a blind eye, wind farms should at least consider the 

results of this study and paint turbine blades black to save our birds. 
 

 

Rachel Dawson is a Policy Analyst at Cascade Policy Institute, Oregon’s free 

market public policy research center. 
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https://www.fws.gov/birds/bird-enthusiasts/threats-to-birds/collisions/wind-turbines.php
https://www.bizjournals.com/portland/blog/sbo/2012/01/oregon-wind-farm-first-to-ask-for.html
https://grist.org/climate-energy/for-the-birds-and-the-bats-8-ways-wind-power-companies-are-trying-to-prevent-deadly-collisions/
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/committees/hnr
http://www.cascadepolicy.org/

	“Allowing a community to customize the execution of statewide policies to match the community’s capacity would make a real difference in the resilience of rural communities.”

