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“As Pop Kwimper puts
it, sometimes there
just gets to be too
much government,
and a person wants to
move someplace
without all those
regulations.”
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Cascade Commentary

OREGON

Freedom in Film: Follow That Dream (1962)

By Kathryn Hickok

What may be the funniest movie about personal initiative and limited government?
Look no further than Follow That Dream (1962), a rollicking pro-freedom comedy
starring Arthur O’Connell and Elvis Presley.

Elvis plays Toby Kwimper, the young adult son in a family that gets just about
every possible government entitlement benefit; and his dad (O’Connell) is proud of
it. When overbearing bureaucrats make them angry, what does the Kwimper family
do? They swear off their benefit checks, build a homestead on an empty beach in
Florida, and start a small business. With several subplots, Follow That Dream
shows off Elvis’s deadpan comic ability. He outwits the mafia, cunning social
workers, and (most) adolescent girls with equal aplomb.

Suitable for family viewing, the movie delivers a victory for ordinary folks over the
powers that be. It’s full of jokes about welfare-state attitudes, zoning laws, and
government “looking out for you.” In the climactic courtroom scene, a judge
praises the American spirit of enterprise, initiative, and voluntary community.

As Pop Kwimper puts it, sometimes there just gets to be too much government, and
a person wants to move someplace without all those regulations. If you’ve ever felt
that way after a frustrating encounter with bureaucracy, Follow That Dream will
have you in stitches.

Kathryn Hickok is Publications Director and Director of the Children’s
Scholarship Fund-Portland program at Cascade Policy Institute, Oregon’s free
market public policy research organization.
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