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Portland now Admits Math Error in Global Warming Report

Carbon dioxide levels much higher than previously announced


Portland’s Office of Sustainable Development (OSD) has quietly recanted its much-publicized claim that 2004 carbon dioxide emissions in Multnomah County dropped below 1990 levels.  In response to data requests from the Cascade Policy Institute, a Portland-based think tank, the OSD admitted that a math error resulted in a 2004 carbon dioxide calculation that was 74,561 tons too low.  The re-stated total puts Multnomah County above the 1990 levels by more than 68,000 tons.   


Moreover, the Cascade Policy Institute asserts that the methodology used in these calculations was seriously flawed, and may have considerably understated the transportation-related emissions.  “The OSD relied primarily on gasoline sales in Multnomah County to estimate local travel levels, even though there are more than 100,000 commuters who work or live outside the county,” said John A. Charles, Jr., President of Cascade.  “Since gasoline is frequently cheaper in suburban locations, it’s likely that many motorists have been purchasing their fuel outside the county,” he pointed out.


“Portland’s claim of painlessly reducing carbon dioxide has been repeated over and over by journalists, bloggers, and even some scientists for the past month, without any attempt to verify the accuracy of the OSD’s report. In fact, actual carbon emissions have been well above the level claimed by Portland, and any regulatory program imposed by the government to lower emissions to pre-1990 levels is going to be costly to consumers, something elected officials apparently don’t understand,” Charles said.


Although OSD admitted its mistake to Cascade seven days ago, the OSD website still includes the flawed report.  Charles is now calling for the city to publicly re-state the findings of the report.


Cascade’s analysis of the OSD’s Global Warming Progress Report is online at www.cascadepolicy.org/globalreport2005.doc. The OSD letter admitting to the calculation error is at http://www.cascadepolicy.org/4147.pdf.
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